AGENDA

SVPORC ANNUAL MEETING

Information Only
AUGUST 15, 2009

Call Meeting to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Zug Standing Bear at the pavilion at 10:20 a.m. on August 15, 2009.  The members present represented 26 properties which did not fulfill the quorum requirements.  The decision was made to proceed with an informational sharing only.  

Speaker – Joe Kraudelt, Division of Wildlife:  Joe Kraudlet and his wife Sherry are volunteers for the Division of Wildlife.  Joe has been a volunteer for 14 years.  He presented valuable information on living with bears and cougars.  He said there were cougar tracks in the pavilion parking lot.  
In September/October bears are preparing for hibernation and looking for food to put as much weight on as possible.  They breed in the summer, eggs are fertilized in the fall and they have their babies during hibernation. 

Reminders:  Keep trash inside.  Bleach water or ammonia inside or around the trash cans will help cut down the smell to deter the bears.  Once they get food they will return to the site.  Put trash cans out the morning of collection, not the night before.
If they become a problem, Wildlife will use rubber buck shot to get them back in the woods.  He shared the story of a woman feeding bears on the Western Slope.  Wildlife was in contact with her a number of times to encourage her to stop feeding the bears.  She continued to disregard their warnings. She was killed by the bears. They have a saying “a fed bear is a dead bear.”  Please do not feed the wildlife, including the deer.

Bears can run as fast as 35 miles per hour.  If you see a bear make loud noises.  Bear spray and air horns are good ideas.  If you hear heavy breathing from a bear, it is a warning.  If you hear a popping sound and they are opening and closing their mouth,  they may charge.  It means they do not like what is going on and will do something if it does not change.  Leave the bears alone.  We want bears to be afraid of people.  
Cougars will see you but you will probably not see them.  They are more of a problem for small animals, children and small structured adults.  If you see a cougar, don’t run (you become prey).  Get as big as you can (raise your arms).  In a group, join together to make you look bigger.  

If attacked by a black bear, fight back.  Yell and hit them in the nose/eyes.  All our bears around here are black bears (some may be brownish or reddish in color).   Any animal carcass will bring cougars, bears, coyotes, etc.
Don’t feed the deer, they don’t need it.  Feeding the deer spreads disease and invites the mountain lion into your yard.  Also ask your neighbors not to feed the deer.  They can’t absorb the food/nutrients they need.  Take bird feeders in at night.  If the bear is climbing your trees/deck to get feeders you can put stove pipes on the trees/deck poles to deter them.  Keep barbeque grills clean if left outside.  You can hang a sack of moth balls under the barbeque grill to cut down on the smell of food.
We live here because of the wildlife.  However, we don’t want them to associate people with food.  Wildlife has a two strike policy by law.  Their mission is to save the wildlife.  If a bear is a continual problem they will move them at least 100 miles away.

We have about 12,000 bears.  They are territorial.  Tagging them and moving them is the last option.  He shared a number of stories of bear sightings. A bear has been known to break into cars for food, even food wrappers.  

Ninety-nine percent of our problems with bears are caused by people.  If you have scraps of meat, freeze them until trash day to keep bears from breaking into the building.  Poopy diapers are also a big attraction for the bears.

Shaun Gordon shared that they bought their home here because of the wildlife.  We just need to learn to live with them.

A number of brochures were made available.  (Colorado Division of Wildlife, 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216, (303) 297-1192, www.wildlife.state.co.us)

Introduction of Board and Election Results: Zug Standing Bear and 

Deb Schneider  

The Board members were introduced.   

Election results were announced.  Zug Standing Bear, Shaun Gordon and Greg Smith, were elected to the board.  Additional current board members are Sam Mathews, Deb Schneider, Dick Cope and Georgia Currie.
The board will decide on officers following this meeting.

President’s Message:  Zug Standing Bear
To answer a number of complaints, the grey fence on SV Road is not on SV property.  It is an 11 acre piece of property outside of SV.  The owner has stated that the fence is to keep down the dust.  

The SV HOA was sued (with papers served on New Years Day 2008) sighting emotional stress caused by the board.  Board members contacted the insurance companies and lawyer.  In our opinion it was a frivolous lawsuit.  We were surprised that Deerfield Insurance Company (our Directors and Officers insurance company) told us to contact our general liability insurance company, Century Insurance.  Attorney Heather Salg, representing us on behalf of the Century Insurance Company (the general liability company) took on the case immediately and performed in an exemplary manner, always keeping us informed of the progress of the case.  She even expressed our strong desire not to “settle” the case, and the company listened and agreed.  In the end, this frivolous case was dismissed.  Deerfield Insurance ended up paying half of the attorney fees (with a deductable of $1,000 from SV).  Century Insurance covered the other half.  Attorney costs were $21,000.  We learned a good lesson and dropped Deerfield as our insurance company for the Directors and Officers.  Essex Surplus Line is the new insurance company for the Directors and Officers.  We are getting advice from our attorney to see if we can share our insurance experience with other HOAs.  You do not know how good your insurance coverage is until you file a claim.

Covenant and Architectural committee Report:  Zug Standing Bear and 
Shaun Gordon
We are in the process of combining the covenants, now called declarations.  They are currently out of compliance with CO laws.  Our attorney is reviewing the Declarations, By Laws and Covenants.  When completed, they will be sent for a vote to SV residents.   Approval of the documents will require 51% of the residents in each and every filing.  There are 11 different filings and a number of other small filings.  We will actually be creating a new association where covenants will be enforceable.  If a filing does not get 51% that filing will stay with the old covenants.  If you would like to review the “draft declarations” contact a board member to review their copy.  Additional copies will not be made until finalized and ready for a vote.
The covenants are pretty much the same, just updated and made enforceable.  They include a fine schedule.  SB 100 made membership mandatory.  Liens will be able to be put on properties if assessment dues and/or fines are not paid.   

Activities Committee Report:  Deb Schneider
The Clean Up Day had a number of volunteers and good community participation.  We also had good participation at the Meet Your Neighbor Barbeque and Carnival.  A Harvest Party is planned for October and a Holiday Party in December.  Volunteers are needed.  If you have any suggestions for activities, call 686-1825 or email us at svporc@juno.com.  All activities and photos are posted on the SV web site, svporc.org.       
Welcome Committee Report:  Sam Mathews
Sam Mathews and Roni Gordon presented six new homeowners with a welcome bag of goodies and information.
Improvements to SV Committee Report:  Sam Mathews
In 2009 five new lake signs were put up adding to the 8 signs posted last year.  A beautiful new SV sign, made by Ken Klug a resident of SV, was put up at the entrance.  “La toilete” (portable potty) was installed and a building constructed to make it more attractive.  The other potty has been vandalized.  Dick Cope has repaired it.  It will be closed at night and the fish patrol will open it in the morning.  A new message board was built.  A split rail fence was erected for the volleyball court.  During the clean up day volunteers worked hard on restoring the picnic tables.

In 2010 we have plans for a permanent roof covering the area in front of the pavilion and repairing the bus stop (which was vandalized).  If you have any other suggestions, contact Sam Mathews or Shaun Gordon.  Thank you to Shaun and Roni Gordon, Wayne and Sam Mathews, and John Schneider for helping with the Improvements.

Future plans include a play area for the children in the community.   

Financial:  Greg Smith
The SVPORC 2010 Budget was distributed.  However, since there were not enough members for a quorum, the budget will need to be sent to the membership for a vote.  We are not proposing to raise dues for 2010.  
Greg Smith, treasurer, is a new resident with years of accounting experience including non-profit organizations.
Lake and Fishing Committee Report and Boat Registration:  Dick Cope and 
Shaun Gordon
Chemicals will be used to treat the weeds in Shadow Lake.  The lake will need to be shut down for 3 days after use of the chemicals.  The rain has delayed this process.

Scott Findlay volunteered to help with the chemicals.  

Boats not registered can not be sold.  They can only be donated to another non-profit organization.  It was recommended to move the non-registered boats to behind the pavilion.

Volunteers are needed for the fishing patrol for next year.  Let Dick Cope or Shaun Gordon know if you are interested in helping with the fishing patrol.

Volunteers are always needed for activities and the fish patrol.  Call 686-1825 or email us at svporc@juno.com.
General Issues/Community Discussion

Marie Wells is updating the SV Directory.  Let her know if you have anyone to add.  It will be distributed to those in the directory via email.  

Concerns were expressed over the dog barking all night.  An address is needed to report the problem to Animal Control since it is a county ordinance.

Roni Gordon is preparing a second SV Cookbook.  Contact her with recipes.  She also has fishing lure earrings for sale to raise funds for the Kids Fishing Derby.  They are $5 per pair.  She suggested a craft bizarre maybe in early December or summer and/or a community yard sale.  She emphasized that this is a great community and there are many good things about it.  We need to emphasize the good things.
Amanda Vrtis is collecting cans to be recycled to raise funds for the Kids Fishing Derby.  Cans can be left at the pavilion (fishing patrol put them inside the pavilion) or you can bring them to her home.  Please rinse and crush the cans first.
Greg Smith stated that the budget for activities has been increased for 2010 to help bring the community together. 

Kim Geiger answered questions about making her home a Bed and Breakfast.  It is a 2 bedroom home.  She will be on site when people are there.  There will be one couple at a time for approximately 12 weekends out of the year.  There will be no sign.  She is still in the zoning process, which has been long and expensive.  She wants to do thing right.  She is seeking approval from the county and also Spring Valley HOA.  There is a zoning meeting on September 8th.  There were concerns some concerns expressed.  What would happen to the zoning if it is approved and property is sold.  Does it set precedence for commercial property in the community?  Could it be approved for a trial period?  Could approval be on a case by case basis?  It was expressed that people bought in SV because it is a residential community and they do not want it to become commercialized.  
Concerns over other short term rental properties were expressed.  There have been many problems with a rental property on SV Drive near the lake.  It is a short term rental and has had as many as 30 people renting the home at one time.  There have been large fires, noise, and misuse of fishing to name just a few of the problems.  It is a nuisance and an annoyance.

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:44 p.m.
